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Food

Reception and Other Rentals

Attire

Flowers

Photography

Videography

Music

Invitations

Gifts & Favors

Wedding Rings

Ceremony

Transportation

Miscellaneous

40%

10%

12%

8%

5%

2%

7%

3%

4%

2%

2%

1%

4%

$ 4,000

$ 1,000

$ 1,200

$ 800

$ 500

$ 200

$ 700

$ 300

$ 400

$ 200

$ 200

$ 100

$ 400

$ 8,000

$ 2,000

$ 2,400

$ 1,600

$ 1,000

$ 400

$ 1,400

$ 600

$ 800

$ 400

$ 400

$ 200

$ 800

$ 12,000

$ 3,000

$ 3,600

$ 2,400

$ 1,500

$ 600

$ 2,100

$ 900

$ 1,200

$ 600

$ 600

$ 300

$ 1,200

WEDDING EXPENSES

Percentage 
of Budget 
Allocated

Sample 
Budget

$10,000

Sample 
Budget

$30,000

Sample 
Budget

$20,000

CUTTING COSTS—THE BIG

PICTURE

There are some decisions you can make at the very

beginning that will dramatically cut your wedding

costs:

! Think small, intimate, and meaningful, not

large, lavish, and loud. 

! Go over that guest list with a fine-tooth comb.

Cull it down from 175 to 125 guests. 

! Timing. Earlier is better. Breakfast is tradition-

ally less expensive than luncheon, which is also

less expensive than dinner and dancing.

! Formulate your Minimum Wedding Require-

ments. Know what is absolutely essential to

your wedding happiness and focus your

splurges in those areas. Compromise in all

others.

For an interactive budget planner that will help

you create a budget designed for your specific

needs, go to www.planningaweddingtoremember

.com. Go to page 248 for all the details.
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